Florida Historical Quarterly
Volume 1
Number 3 Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 1,
Issue 3

Article 8

1908

Old Newspapers
Florida Historical Society
membership@myfloridahistory.org

Find similar works at: https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq
University of Central Florida Libraries http://library.ucf.edu
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by STARS. It has been accepted for inclusion in Florida
Historical Quarterly by an authorized editor of STARS. For more information, please contact STARS@ucf.edu.

Recommended Citation
Society, Florida Historical (1908) "Old Newspapers," Florida Historical Quarterly: Vol. 1 : No. 3 , Article 8.
Available at: https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol1/iss3/8

Society: Old Newspapers

24

OLD NEWSPAPERS.
The, Florida Historical Society has recently acquired
by gift and purchase several old newspapers, which are
interesting reading, and are undoubtedly genuine. The
first one in point of time is a copy of “Ulster County
Gazette" published at Kingston, N. Y. by Samuel Freer
& Son, dated, January 4th, 1800. The columns of the
interior of the paper are turned and it is mainly filled
with an account of the burial of President George Washington just deceased, the address of President John
Adams and the action of the Senate of the United States.
The paper contained an account of the battle of Zurich,
a note of the capture of two Spanish frigates bound for
“Havannah” having on board about $3,500,000, by four
English frigates, and other items of interest. It contains
an advertisement of the sale of a saw mill together with
a stout, healthy, active negro wench near Rochester.
The following avertisement would indicate that the
storekeper of the day was awake to the value of novelty
in advertising:
LUTHER ANDRES
& Co. have this day
Been opening GOODS both fresh and gay,
HE has received near every kind,
That you in any store can find,
And as I purchase by the Bale,
I am determined to retail
For READY PAY a little lower
Than ever have been had before.
I with by brethren mean to live:
But as for credit shall not give.
I would not live to rouse your paffions,
For credit here is out of fashion;
My friends and buyers one and all,
It will pay you well to give a call,
You always may find me by my fign,
A few rods from the house divine.
The following articles will be received in payment. Wheat, Rye,
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Buckwheat, Oats, Corn, Butter, Flax, Afhes and Raw Hides. These
articles will be taken in the Esopus prices. CASH will not be
refused.
Warfink, Dec. 24, 1799.

The "Carolinian" published at Edgefield Court House
South Carolina, under date of September 12th, 1829.
This paper contains a note of a banquet held by Americans in Paris, presided over by Dr. Kirkland late President of Harvard College. Among the toasts was one to
him who had labored, fought and suffered in the days of
America’s peril and who was afterwards a witness of
her prosperity, with a response by General Lafayette,
who observed that American institutions had commenced
the era of new political civilization, founded on common
sense and natural rights of man. The paper contained
notices of the discovery of lead and silver mines in New
Hampshire, and accounts of North Carolina gold mines.
Legal notices of this day closely follow those published
in these old papers. Under the head of poetry appears a
piece copied from the New York Mirror:
FAMILIARITY.
Old Nick, who taught the village school,
Had won a maid of homespun habit.
He was as stubborn as a mule,
And she was playful as a rabbit.
Poor Jane had scarce become a wife,
Before her husband sought to maker her
The very pink of polished life,
And trim and formal as a quaker.
One day the master went abroad,
And sadly simple Jenny missed him;
When he returned, behind her lord
She gently stole, and fondly kissed him.
The husband’s anger rose - and red
And white his face alternate grew;
“Less freedom ma’am,” Jane hung her head,
And said, “I didn’t know ‘twas you.”
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The front page of the “Edgefield Advertiser” issued
at Edgefield Court House, South Carolina, December
18th, 1844, is given up to the message of John Tyler.
The paper announces the election of James K. Polk and
the defeat of Henry Clay. It notes the revolution in
Mexico under Santa Anna, and the inauguration of
Governor Aiken, and contains interesting letters about
abolition, the tariff and other public questions then being
agitated.
As in the other papers the advertisements are of as
much interest as the text. There are a number of them advertising the attractions of several male and female
academies.
If the shoemaker offering a reward for the return of
his apprentice was as economical in other things as in
the size of the reward, one can hardly blame the apprentice for seeking other quarters:

..

6 1/4 CENTS REWARD.

RANAWAY from the Subscriber, an apprentice to the Boot and Shoe-making business.
calling himself John Turner. Any person that .
will bring said Turner to my place, or the Edgefield Jail, shall be rewarded with the sum of Six
and a Quarter Cents.
M. L. GEARTY.
Dec. 11
2t
46

The assassination of President Lincoln absorbs most of
the space of an extra of “The New York Herald” dated
April 15th, 1865. Besides an account of the tragedy
itself it contains a letter and despatches of Secretary
Stanton and other matter about the event. It copies accounts from the Richmond papers of the evacuation of
that Capital and announces the terms of the surrender
given by General Grant to General Lee, and contains extracts from Southern papers expressing appreciation for
the liberal terms offered. Most of the advertising space
of the extra is occupied by patent medicines.
An occasional examination of old newspapers is valuable in showing the reader the progress made in this
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field and yet after all human nature as it appears deliniated in the newspaper of to-day is not much different from
that of a century ago.

Editorial Notes.
The annual meeting of The Florida Historical Society
will be held at its Room, in the Public Library of Jacksonville, Florida, at 11 o’clock a. m. Tuesday, November
l7th, 1908.
The membership of the Society has increased considerably and it is hoped that many members will be able
to attend.
The objects of the Society cannot be successfully accomplished by the efforts of its officers, without the cooperation and support of some of its members. No other
notice will be sent to the individual members. Remember the time and place and be there.
The serious illness of Governor Francis P. Fleming,
President of the Florida Historical Society, has delayed
this issue of the Quarterly. The purposes of the Society
are so dear to its official head, that so long as it was possible, he taxed his strength to give it his personal attention and supervision. We present this issue with this
explanation as our apology for its short-comings.
The members of the Society and all others interested in
preserving some record of the present as well as the past
history of our beloved State are urged to contribute articles and other literary matters to the Quarterly. We do
not wish to confine contributions to relics and antiques,
much as these are appreciated, because we need help in
our endeavor to make this modest publication of general
interest. The life story of the prominent men of Florida,
sketches of historical value, reminiscences, observations
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